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High Holiday Seat Fees: 

 

THERE IS NO RESERVED SEATING  

ALL SEATING OPEN  

Contact the office to get tickets 

Adult memberð$75 per person 

Member children 13 yrs-18 yrsð$25 

Member children under 13 yrsðFree 

First Year membersðFree  

BU Students with IDðFree  

(donation requested) 

Out-of-town member guestsð$75 pp 

Non-member seatsð$200 per person 

 at Temple Israel 



 

We are grateful for our Bulletin sponsors: 

 

In loving memory of Irvin Schapiro by The Schapiro Family 
 

Yahrzeit of Abraham L. Piaker by Alan and Julie Piaker 
 

Yahrzeit of Abraham Jacobson by Bonnie and Howard Brown 
 

Thanks to Sisterhood for all the work that went into Sophia Klinôs concert by  
Sue Krause, Celia & Sophia Klin 

Get Well Wishes toé 
    
Joe Barham   Diane Herz 
Lois Levitt   Maida Piaker 
Ina Bellis   Fran Goldman 

Mazel Tov toé 
Jason & Kim Weinstein on Jacobôs Bar Mitzvah 

 
Joel & Heidi Thirer on their daughter Lisaôs  

marriage to Alex Goldstein 

In the center of the Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur machzor used during my  
formative years, there was an English section of Jewish thoughts and reflections, 
intended to prepare oneself spiritually. Leading off this  

reflective section was Maimonidesô 8 levels of Charity (often referred to as the Golden Ladder).  
 
While this was written 800 years ago, I read and reflect on this each year during services, and I find it relevant to 
modern times, and a valuable moral lesson. As we approach the season of repentance and the High Holy Days, I 

thought I would list it. I paraphrase it below in ascending order (lowest to highest). 
 
8. - Giving charity unwillingly.  
7. - Giving willingly but inadequately.  
6. - Giving adequately after being asked.  
5. - Giving before being asked.  
4. - Giving to an unknown recipient.  
3. - Giving anonymously to a known recipient.  
2. - Giving anonymously to an unknown recipient.  
1. ï The Highest level of giving is to help sustain a person before they become impoverished. Assist the reduced fellow man, either 
by teaching them a trade, or by helping them start a business, so they will no longer have to rely on charity. The giver has not just 
helped the recipient for the short while, but instead for the rest of their life; making it unnecessary for them to be  
dependent on others. 
 
With our physical and spiritual world in need of much help and improvement, simple words of wisdom on how we might benefit our 
fellow man and ourselves, both economically and in how we act towards one another. 
 
(One commentary on Maimonides Charitable rule #1 é ñThe ignorant man cannot contribute to the progress of civilization. The char-
ity that enables the receiver to so contribute, serves the progress of civilizationò).  
 
May Hashem shower His blessings on you and your loved ones and usher upon you a year of good health,  
happiness, prosperity and peace.  

    Richard Schneierson  
President 

Hebrew School Announcement: 
 

Temple Israel and Temple Concord are pleased to announce that our Hebrew School students will be coming together to study  
Hebrew Language this fall.  The classes will meet on Tuesdays from 5:15PM to 6:15PM and will be held at Temple Concord from 
September until the December break.  Starting in January the Tuesday classes will be held at Temple Israel until the end of the 
semester. 
 
Faculty will consist of Karen Hammer, Orly and Shalom Shoer, with assistance and interaction from both Rabbi Goldman-Wartell 
and Rabbi Brown.  Temple Israel will continue to hold classes on Sundays from 10:00AM-12:30PM for both our Hebrew School 
students & Sunday School (K-2) students. 
 
We look forward to this collaboration in our educational endeavor to do the best we can for all our students and their families. 
 
 
Rabbi Geoffrey Brown, Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, Orly Shoer  and  Phyllis Heller  
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Last week, we were approaching the most arduous mountain. We were nearing the summit, but it was not an   
occasion for celebration.  Our 3-week journey was a depressing one: we were mourning the loss of Temples 
among other catastrophic moments in our history. Our summit was Tisha BôAv. We became immersed in           
Judaismôs sanctioned intense day of national, particular mourning. 

Within moments of reaching our set goal, the recitation of the sad and somber Eicha-Lamenations, reducing our physical desires to 
the extreme with no food, no fancy clothing accessories, no shaving, no frivolity, no music, sitting uncomfortably on the floor, we are 
turning back to God and God is turning back to us. God is our comforter.  
 
Our parting song erev Tisha BôAv was the Carlebach, Return Again.  Return to who you are, return to what you are, Return to where 
you are born and reborn again. At the minha service near the end of Tisha BôAv we sang Jerusalem of Goldðthe hopeful Naomi 
Shemer song that gave us the sense that we have turned the cornerðwe are returning after millenniums of suffering and pain and 
death and destruction to a period of hope. 
 
From Tisha BôAv until Rosh Hashanah, 7 weeks will elapse. Just as the last three weekôs theme was one of despair, the next 7 
weeks follow hopeful, comforting, looking-forward themes. 

This Shabbat is known as Shabbat Nahamu. The naming is from the book of Isaiahðthe first two words of the Haftarah, Nahamu,   
nahamu, Comfort, comfort  My people- 

ñComfort, oh comfort My people, 
Says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
And declare to her 
That her term of service is over . . . .A voice rings out:                                                                                                                          
óClear in the desert 
A road for the Lord! 
Level in the wilderness 
A highway for our God!ô ò (Yeshayahu/Isaiah 40:1-3) 

Reading Isaiah requires analysis-On the surface, it appears that the Yeshayahu-Isaiah is speaking in the name of God who seems 
to be telling Isaiah and others to ñcomfort My people.ò 

In the next verses, it is Isaiah who is telling the people themselves to ñclear in the desert a road for the Lord.ò  

The ñhighway for our Godò (or ñof our Godò) may be interpreted to be a reference to returning from exile: that is, the people in exile 
will return along a straight road, right through the wilderness, with few obstacles. 

Rabbi Neal Joseph Loevinger (a contemporary rabbi) quotes Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (a great rabbi who lived in Germany in 
the 1800ôs) He comments that in the first verse, ñcomfort my peopleò is in the future (or imperative) tense, while ña voice rings outò is 
in the present tense.  

For Hirsch, ñcomfort my peopleò is a future promise to be fully fulfilled only in the future, when history is healed and humankind has 
overcome its propensity for self-destruction. 

 ñClear in the desert a roadò is a call, now, to usð weôre never going to get to the place where we can console each other in the   
future if we donôt clear a path to God today.  

That road is not concrete (in both senses of the word) but an inner pathð we need to clear within ourselves the obstacles to return-
ing to God, and what sustains us along that difficult challenge is the hope given by the first verse, that our efforts are not in vain, that 
consolation for the pains of the past is promised. 

Hirschôs reading of these verses, which Rabbi Loevinger  has paraphrased and interpreted, is an encapsulation of the spiritual   chal-
lenge of this season: to slowly grow towards the Days of Awe by ñclearing the pathò within ourselves, so that we can renew our 
sense of deep connection to God, Torah and Israel on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  

May we take the lead from our sorrow experienced on Tisha BôAv and find strength in our new season. May this new season comfort 
us with words of consolation as we ascend in these next weeks to a status that regards this upcoming new year as a fresh startða 
cleared path within ourselves. 

 

Rabbi Geoffrey Brown  

:˫ˑ˩˧ːs ̂ˌ˞ ˶ ˒ˬ ˞˔˧ ˧ ˏ̗ ˒̄  ̐ˬˍ˥ ˒ˮ ̐ˬˍ˥ ˒ˮ 

˟̡ˍ̄ ˢ˓˴ ˋ˶ ˏˮ ˧ˏ̕  ̏˓˞ ˓˟ ˋ˴  ˢ˓˞ ˋ˪ ˓ˬ  ˧ˏ̕  ˓s ˧ˑ˪ ː˞  ̐˞ ˋ˶ ˏ˵ ˋˣ ˫ˏ ˒˪ ˓̅ ̐˶ˋ˧ ˟ː˪  ˪˒̄  ̐˶ ˋ̌ ˒̎ ˒˪ ˋ˲ ˏ̕ ˢ˓ˣ˔s ˋ˧ ˡ˒̓ ˏˬ  ˢ˓˥ ˋ˵ ˓˪  ˧ˏ̕  ̏˓ˮ:˓s ˧ ˑ˸ ˞˔̒˒˥  ˪˓˩ ˋ̌  ˫ˏ˧ 
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Meet the members of the Temple Israel  
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