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As Binghamton University students worked on their finals, we celebrated the end of our Hebrew School year. A 
growing number of children had a great time learning and being together. Much of the credit goes to the enthusiastic 
and passionate Binghamton students who taught with us. We ended the year with presentations for parents, 
reviewing the foundational Torah narratives we studied and the central holidays and their core practices.

Looking ahead, we hope to build on this new model, welcome many of our teachers back, and support the parents 
who have stepped into leadership and supervision. If you are a parent, grandparent, or simply a community member 
with a passion for passing on our tradition to the next generation, next year, please be in touch with me or the office 
so we can talk about ways to get involved.

We also held a cookout Shabbat dinner on May 15th that was a smashing success. Over seventy people came together 
for music, games, grilled chicken, Shabbat tefillah, and, most of all, the company of our growing shul community. 
This was the last of six dinners we held over the school year. Each one brought together a unique slice of our 
community and inspired generous donations that more than covered our costs. When the next round of dinners is 
announced later this summer, I hope you will make it a priority to join us and, if you are able, to sponsor or help in 
the kitchen so we can keep this beautiful tradition going.

Shavuot, the final festival of the Jewish year, was also filled with beautiful events. Thanks to our new programming 
committee, on the eve of Shavuot we gathered in great numbers to hear a phenomenal local band. Then we began our 
second joint Tikkun Leil Shavuot with Temple Concord, learning together in anticipation of the reenactment of the 
revelation at Sinai, and concluding with twenty of us singing together at midnight. The two festival days that followed 
were full of moving prayer, Torah, Yizkor, and a special anniversary celebration for Howard Schwartz and Carol Herz. 
If you are celebrating a monumental birthday or anniversary, joining us on Shabbat is a meaningful way to mark the 
moment. Please let the office know when you have a simchah coming up so we can celebrate with you.

I also want to share more clearly what the coming year will look like and what I am asking of each of us. As Art and I 
wrote in our recent message, we have agreed on a part-time model for me to continue serving Temple Israel. I am 
optimistic that this will be a good arrangement all around. You will still be able to count on my support in critical 
moments and for regular Torah learning and tefillah, and I will be able to spend more time with my wife and attend 
to other aspects of my life.

For this model to succeed, we will need your partnership. In practical terms, I am asking each household to consider:

● How can I show up more regularly—for Shabbat, holidays, and programs?
● Where might I volunteer my time or skills this year?
● How can I strengthen my financial support, within my means?

Since our ancestors built the Mishkan in the wilderness, Jewish community has been sustained by collective effort. 
Just as the Mishkan stood only because many hands brought their gifts, Temple Israel can thrive only if many of us 
bring our time, presence, and resources. I am grateful to be walking into this next chapter together with you.

With gratitude and love,

Rabbi Micah Friedman

Shalom Temple Israel Family,

The month of May was filled with joyous gatherings in our community. This past month 
reminded me how alive and resilient our community is, and how much we can accomplish 
when many people step forward together.

Letter from the Rabbi



You will have noted on the slate that the position of president is indicated as "acting". I have to-date 
served as Temple Israel President for eight years, six years longer than the intended term. I have been 
honored to do so, but it is not healthy for the organization, and it is beyond time for a change. To date, 
we have not secured a successor, so if confirmed by your vote, I have agreed to act in this capacity 
while the search continues. I earnestly hope that some of you will step forward to accept leadership 
positions in the spirit of the Naso Torah portion we read last Shabbat - Rise up and be counted! We 
need you!

Our Rabbi Search Committee has been working diligently for months to find a successor, but the perfect 
match has so far eluded us. We will continue to recruit for a full-time candidate, but this pursuit will most 
likely secure a new Rabbi in Spring 2027.

Meanwhile, we are delighted that Rabbi Friedman has offered to support us on a part-time basis after 
his relocation to Ithaca. If approved at the Annual Meeting, he will provide many of our essential 
services throughout the 2026-2027 year, including: High Holidays 5787 - Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur 
Services; One Shabbat per month - Friday evening and Saturday morning; Two office days per week; 
One remote support day per week; Emergency Coverage - Funerals, severe illness, brit milah; Training 
and officiating at Bar/Bat Mitzvahs; Adult Education - Weekly and periodic classes; Pastoral outreach - 
visits to the sick and those in need; Counseling of congregants and proselytes. The Officers and 
Trustees unanimously approved this proposal.

In addition, we are working to secure the services of a Rabbinic Student intern from Hebrew College to 
lead one Shabbat weekend per month. For the remaining two Shabbat services we will rely on our lay 
daveners and periodic special guests.

Please make your plans to join us for upcoming events: Saturday, June 20th, we will honor Rabbi Micah 
and Rav Talia with a special kiddush to wish them well on the move to Ithaca; and on Sunday, July 26th, 
we will celebrate the 10th Anniversary of our new building, and the 140th Anniversary of Temple Israel, 
with a program and barbecue luncheon! 

To continue to deliver the services, education, and programs that fulfill our mission, we need more than 
ever, your personal and financial support. 

Best wishes for the Summer - see you soon in shul !
Art

Dear Members and friends of Temple Israel,

You recently received notice of our Annual Meeting, and I hope to see you all on June 
16th at 7:00PM. If you can't make it to the synagogue, please join via zoom. In any 
case, please complete and submit the three proxies you received attached to the 
Notice. Your proxy helps ensure a quorum, and that your vote will be counted.

Letter from the President



JUNE 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

Exec Board meeting 
7:00pm

Class with Hadassah 
11:00am

Office closed

Erev Shabbat svcs 
5:30pm
Light candle 8:18pm

Shabbat services
9:30am
Havdalah 9:30pm

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Adult Ed @ TC 
10:00am
 

Mahjong  2:00pm

Hebrew with the 
Weekly Parsha 6:30

Torah & Our Times 
class 4:30pm

minyan 5:30pm

Office closed

Erev Shabbat svcs 
5:30pm
Light candle 8:22pm

Shabbat services
9:30am
Havdalah 9:45pm

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Intersisterhood Event  
at 12:00pm

Mahjong  2:00pm

Hebrew with the 
Weekly Parsha 6:30

Torah & Our Times 
class 4:30pm
minyan 5:30pm
Cong/BOT meeting 
7:00pm

Ritual Comm mtg 
10:00am

Hillel Academy last 
day until September

 
Erev Shabbat svcs
5:30pm 
Light candle 8:25pm

Shabbat services
9:30am
Special kiddush for 
Rabbi Friedman’s 
3rd year
Havdalah 9:45pm

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Mahjong  2:00pm

Hebrew with the 
Weekly Parsha 6:30

Torah & Our Times 
class 4:30pm

minyan 5:30pm

BOT meeting 7:00pm

Office closed

Erev Shabbat svcs @ 
5:30pm
Light candle before 
8:26pm

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am
Havdalah 9:45pm

28 29 30

Mahjong  2:00pm

Hebrew with the 
Weekly Parsha 6:30

Torah & Our Times 
class 4:30pm

minyan 5:30pm

Congratulations to our May Lottery Fundraiser winners:

Bill Ondrako, Sarah Clark, Donna Resnick, 
Rick Ondrako & Glenda Van Gesen, Bonnie Brown



General Fund

For the Yahrzeit of…
Hyman Gilinsky by Charles & 
Susan Gilinsky
Freda Gruber by Charles & Susan 
Gilinsky
Margaret Kline by Herbert Kline
Edwin Davis by Lawrence Davis
Hersh Rozen by Larry & Kathy 
Hurwitz
Jeffrey Shapiro by Larry & Kathy 
Hurwitz
Louis Rosenberg by Larry & 
Kathy Hurwitz
Mort Kaganowich by Gary 
Kaganowich
Nathan Brown by Marcia Brown
Betty Brown by Marcia Brown
Norman & Molly Feldman by 
Shelley Drazen
Leslie Grey by Sandra Paston
Ruth Goldstein by David, Ofelia, 
Mark, Cindy & Rachel Goldstein

In honor of…
Reb Micah & Rav Talia on their 
1st anniversary by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Jim Mason & Carol 
Engel-Mason’s grandson Dorian 
Samuel’s Bar Mitzvah by Arthur 
& Suzanne Siegel
Carol Herz & Howard Schwartz’s 
50th anniversary by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel, Alan & Julie 
Piaker, Roy & Sandra Paston
The marriage of Marcy Cohen’s 
grandson Andrew Shatz to 
Jesse Saltzman by Marilyn Bell
Tony Preus & Merri Pell-Prues 
on their granddaughter Maya’s 
Bat Mitzvah by Alan & Julie 
Piaker
Neil & Sima Auerbach’s new 
great grandson by Alan & Julie 
Piaker

Wishing comfort to…
Richard Schneierson on his 
mother’s passing by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel

In memory of…
Holocaust victims Razel, Michel, 
Lisa, Lazar, Sarah & Moshe 
Ruchel by David, Ofelia, Mark, 
Cindy\ &, Rachel Goldstein

Bernie Shifrin Fund

For the Yahrzeit of…
Florence Drazen by Shelley 
Drazen
Nathan Melamed by Shelley 
Drazen
Betty Roberts by Barbara Roberts
Donald Roberts by Barbara 
Roberts
Rona Loiederman by Barbara 
Roberts

In memory of…
Larry Rouff by Shelley Drazen

Wishing good health to…
Arthur Siegel by Myrna & Mel 
Dubofsky

Hebrew School Fund

For the Yahrzeit of…
Norman & Molly Feldman by 
Shelley Drazen

Landscaping

Speedy recovery to…
Maxine Rosenberg by Beverly 
Rozen

In memory of…
Edwin Bronsky by Beverly Rozen

For the Yahrzeit of…
Jose Martinez by Debra Martinez

Cemetery Fund

For the Yahrzeit of…
Nathan Brown by Marcia Brown
Betty Brown by Marcia Brown
Nathan Melamed by Shelley 
Drazen

Speedy recovery to…
Maxine Rosenberg by Marcy 
Cohen

Contributions

Speedy recovery to…
Arthur Siegel by Roy & Sandra 
Paston, Larry & Rita Bleier, Marilyn 
Bell, Len & Naoma Feld, Robert & 
Diane Weiss, Ina Bellis, Ann Spitz 
& Charlie Pladek
Roy Paston by Arthur & Suzanne 
Siegel, Len & Naoma Feld 
Hollie Levine by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Ann Spitz by Arthur & Suzanne 
Siegel
Francine Stein by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Myrna Dubofsky by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Howard Warner by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel, Larry & Rita 
Bleier, Marilyn Bell
Susan Gilinsky by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Robert Weiss by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Ben Kasper by Arthur & Suzanne 
Siegel
Maxine Rosenberg by Fred & 
Sandra Weitsman, Roy & Sandra 
Paston, Larry & Kathy Hurwitz
Jeffrey Feinberg by Fred & 
Sandra Weitsman

Birthday wishes to…
Jerry Heller by Arthur & Suzanne 
Siegel
Charlie Pladek by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel
Ann Spitz by Arthur & Suzanne 
Siegel
Alan Jablon by Francine Stein
Arthur Siegel by Ann Spitz & 
Charlie Pladek

Wishing a smooth 
transition to…

Judy & Irwin Simon on their 
move to Florida by Arthur & 
Suzanne Siegel



Congregational News

Mazel Tov to:

Tony Preus & Merri Pell-Preus on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Maya

Neil & Sima Auerbach on the birth of their great grandson

Condolences to:

Jane Mason on the passing of her son Todd

Wishing Good Health to: 

Francine Stein, Maxine Rosenberg, Arthur Siegel, Roy Paston, Myrna Dubofsky, Howard Warner, Lee 
Foreman, Susan Gilinsky, Robert Weiss, Ann Spitz

Adult Library

For the Yahrzeit of…
Sophie Greenhouse by Ann Cohen

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

For the Yahrzeit of…
Jordan Gilinsky by Esther Gilinsky & Family

Speedy recovery to…
Maxine Rosenberg by Judy & Irwin Simon

In honor of…
Carol Herz & Howard Schwartz’s 50th 

anniversary by Judy & Irwin Simon

Adult Library

Happy Anniversary everyone! It hardly seems possible that next month we will be celebrating our 10th year in 
this building. Not only that, this year is the 140th anniversary of Temple Israel.

Originally called The Sons of Israel of Binghamton, the congregation was formed on November 30, 1885. It 
wasn’t until 1899 when they moved into our first permanent synagogue building on Water Street. They stayed 
there until 1923 when they moved to their second building on Exchange Street. Unfortunately, due to a 
destructive anti semitic act in the late 1960’s, we were compelled to build a new synagogue located on our 
present property. That building lasted from 1968 until its roof collapsed in December of 2024. Now we have our 
fourth synagogue building and a lot to celebrate.

If you would like to learn more about our long history and the people who created it, read the Temple Israel 
dedication book from our 1968 building. It is in our library. Believe it or not, a few descendants from the Water 
Street congregation are still members of our present congregation. Hope to see you in July. Have a wonderful 
summer.

Ann Cohen 

Kiddush Fund

Yahrzeit of…
Fanny Segal by Ilana Segal

Samuel Levine by Sue Austenfeld

Speedy recovery to…
Maxine Rosenberg by Ruth Shapiro

Kiddush Fund

Yahrzeit of…
David Martinez by Debra Martinez

Please inform the Rabbi: If your health condition changes, you undergo a medical procedure, are 
hospitalized, you move to an assisted living facility or rehab, or if you are aware of anyone in our 

congregation who needs attention.



REMINDER: 

SATURDAY JUNE 20

A SERVICE & SPECIAL KIDDUSH 

RECOGNIZING RABBI FRIEDMAN’S 

THIRD YEAR AT TEMPLE ISRAEL 



Temple Israel 10th Anniversary Celebration – Congregation Participation Requested

On Sunday, July 26, 2026, we will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the opening of our rebuilt
synagogue—an important and meaningful milestone for our congregation.

We are inviting the broader community to join us at Temple Israel for this special occasion. The 
program will include a Dedication Program followed by a complimentary BBQ lunch. The
celebration will also feature unique raffle baskets and a 50/50 drawing. There is no charge to
attend; however, reservations will be required and must be received by July 10.

As part of making this event both festive and financially manageable, we are asking our
congregation members to play a direct role. Specifically, we ask if you would consider providing a gift 
basket to be included in our raffle.

Raffle tickets will be sold at the event, and attendees will have the opportunity to place their
tickets into the baskets they are most interested in. Winners will be drawn at random during the 
celebration.

To help ensure the success of the raffle, we ask that each basket (tray or pail, etc) have a
minimum value of $50 worth of product. The more desirable your basket, the more raffle
tickets we’ll sell. Ideas include:

A basket of scratch-off lottery tickets
A $50 gift certificate to a local restaurant or store
A sports-themed basket
A coffee or tea basket with mugs and treats
A children’s activity themed basket
A beach themed basket
A baby themed basket
A baking themed basket
A car detailing themed basket
Or any creative theme you would like to assemble
Stores such as HomeGoods, TJ Maxx, Harbor Freight can be a great resource for putting together 
attractive baskets at a reasonable cost.

All baskets must be delivered to Tammy no later than July 1.

Details for the broader anniversary celebration are still being finalized, and we encourage you to 
share ideas, stay tuned for updates, and consider volunteering where possible.

If you have any questions please contact Kathy Hurwitz @ 607-237-6257.

Thank you in advance for your participation and support. We look forward to celebrating this
special milestone together.

Warm regards,

10th Anniversary Activities Committee



Celebrate 10 Years of Temple Israel  Create a Lasting Legacy

As we proudly celebrate the 10th anniversary of our Temple Israel building, we invite you 
to take part in a meaningful opportunity to honor our past, celebrate our present, and 
inspire future generations.

Our L’dor Vador walkway—“from generation to generation”—stands as a beautiful and 
lasting tribute to the people and moments that define our community. This anniversary 
year is the perfect time to add your legacy with a personalized engraved brick, now 
available with a special 10th Anniversary insignia.

Whether you wish to honor a loved one, commemorate a simcha, recognize a meaningful 
contribution, or memorialize someone dear, a dedicated brick is a lasting expression of 
connection to our Temple family.

Available Brick Options:

● 4” x 9” brick (2 lines, up to 14 characters per line) – $100
● 9” x 9” brick (4 lines, up to 14 characters per line) – $200
● 9” x 13” brick (5 lines, up to 17 characters per line) – $400

Inscriptions may include messages such as In Memory of, In Honor of,  or just names.

Each brick becomes a permanent part of our sacred space—connecting generations who 
have built, sustained, and will continue to shape Temple Israel.

For more information or to request an order form, please contact Tammy in the Temple 
office at office@templeisraelvestal.org or 607-723-7461.

Join us in marking this special milestone and ensuring that your story is part of our L’dor 
Vador tradition.
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Enjoying

The May 15

Cook-out

Erev Shavuot event

The Empire Saxophone

Quartet

Some of the

Guests



Celebrate 10 Years of Temple Israel  Create a Lasting Legacy

As we proudly celebrate the 10th anniversary of our Temple Israel building, we 
invite you to take part in a meaningful opportunity to honor our past, celebrate our 
present, and inspire future generations.

Our L’dor Vador walkway—“from generation to generation”—stands as a beautiful 
and lasting tribute to the people and moments that define our community. This 
anniversary year is the perfect time to add your legacy with a personalized 
engraved brick, now available with a special 10th Anniversary insignia.

Whether you wish to honor a loved one, commemorate a simcha, recognize a 
meaningful contribution, or memorialize someone dear, a dedicated brick is a 
lasting expression of connection to our Temple family.

Available Brick Options:

● 4” x 9” brick (2 lines, up to 14 characters per line) – $100
● 9” x 9” brick (4 lines, up to 14 characters per line) – $200
● 9” x 13” brick (5 lines, up to 17 characters per line) – $400

Inscriptions may include messages such as In Memory of, In Honor of,  or just 
names.

Each brick becomes a permanent part of our sacred space—connecting 
generations who have built, sustained, and will continue to shape Temple Israel.

For more information or to request an order form, please contact Tammy in the 
Temple office at office@templeisraelvestal.org or 607-723-7461.

Join us in marking this special milestone and ensuring that your story is part of our 
L’dor Vador tradition.

Birthdays for June, July, August

June 1 - Linda Robi
June 2 - Marti Klionsky
June 5 - Alan Piaker
June 6 - Ann Spitz
June 11 - Ann Cohen, Marley Whiting
June 13 - Laura Weinstein, Adam Weitsman
June 14 - Sonia Horowitz
June 16 - Cecily Leja
June 19 - Jason Weinstein, Kim Weinstein
June 23 - Amy Shapiro
June 25 - Tara Kaminsky, Rhonda Levine, 
Clover Weitsman
June 30 - Laurence Wyman, Diana Weiss

July 5 - Tony Preus
July 7 - Cookie Greenblott, Ray Weitsman,  
Monroe Weitsman
July 8 - Aaron Sambursky
July 15 - Marlene Wolsh
July 16 - Ariela Kweller, Parker Schiffres
July 17 - Richard Schneierson, Fred 
Weitsman
July 19 - Tina Feinberg
July 20 - Sarah Crews
July 21 - Jim Mason
July 23 - Sandra Paston
July 26 - Eileen Miller
July 27 - Marjorie Singer
July 28 - Keith Cohen
July 29 - Madeline Miller

August 3 - Joel Thirer
August 4 - Sophia Klin
August 6 - Sue Austenfeld
August 7 - Debra Martinez
August 8 - Susan Kasper, Jacob Weinstein
August 10 - Shelley Drazen
August 11 - Damian Osisek
August 12 - Bob Schapiro
August 13 - Brenda Margolis, Ilene Pinsker
August 16 - Abbi Foreman, Lynne Green
August 18 - Aviva Gindi, Beverly Novak
August 21 - Madeline Azersky, Phyllis Heller, 
Sharon Sorkin
August 28 - Brenda Schlaen

Anniversaries for June, July, August

June 1 - Sue & Rob Austenfeld
June 10 - Ben & Susan Kasper, Fred & 
Sandra Weitsman
June 11 - Jonathan Weissberg & Sharon 
Sorkin
June 17 - Adam & Kim Weitsman
June 19 - Alex Chase-Levenson & Meg Leja
June 20 - Jerry & Phyllis Heller
June 22 - Len & Naoma Feld
June 24 - Dan & Mimi Bartschi, Charles & 
Susan Gilinsky

July 3 - Alex & Tara Kaminsky, Randy 
Friedman & Brenda Schlaen
July 4 - Richard Kostick & Andrea Tobias 
Kostick
July 8 - Brett & Abbi Foreman
July 10 - Larry & Kathy Hurwitz
July 16 - Ann Spitz & Charlie Pladek

August 4 - Walter Jacobson & Joan Rozen 
Jacobson, Arieh Ullmann & Rhonda Levine
August 6 - Robert & Cathy Friedman
August 7 - Alan & Julie Piaker
August 8 - Rabbi Geoffrey & Elissa Brown
August 12 - Gil Salomon & Naomi 
Dershowitz
August 18 - Jim & Beverly Novak
August 19 - Jim Mason & Carol Engel - 
Mason
August 21 - Richard & Janet Stram
August 23 - Dan & Eileen Miller
August 25 - Gabriel Tanenhaus & Amanda 
Cronk
August 26 - Don & Barbara Zelter
August 31 - Arthur & Suzanne Siegel

mailto:office@templeisraelvestal.org


June 1 - 8      Sivan 17 - 23

Arthur Barkin observed by Kathy Seitel-West
Hyman Gilinsky* observed by Charles Gilinsky
Diane Herz observed by Henry Herz 
Albert Bauman observed by David Tanenhaus
Lenore Siegel* observed by Arthur Siegel
Allen Feld* observed by Len Feld
Barbara Weisner observed by Elissa Brown
Dr. Martin Weiss* observed by Dr. Robert Weiss
Barbara Gilbert observed by Steve Gilbert
Harry Margolis observed by Brenda Margolis

June 9 - 16        Sivan 24 - Tammuz 1

Kenneth Lavker* observed by Al Lavker
Betty A. Roberts observed by Cathy Friedman
Mildred Newmark observed by Joseph Newmark
Irma Dobkin observed by Lori Schapiro
Shimshon Gottesfeld observed by Beverly 
Rozen, Marcia Zalbowitz
Morris S. Cohen observed by Ann Cohen
Sol Paston observed by Roy Paston
Margaret Kline* observed by Herbert Kline
Donald Livsky observed by Marilyn Livsky

June 17 - 22   Tammuz 2 - 7

Bernice Malkin observed by Steve Malkin
Shirley Tanenhaus observed by Dave 
Tanenhaus
Zelda Thirer observed by Joel Thirer
Irving Azersky* observed by Denise Friedrich, 
Ralph Azersky
Morris Bronsky* observed by Shirley Bronsky
Shirley Feld observed by Len Feld
Erwin Davis observed by Lawrence Davis
Bernard Segal observed by Ilana Segal
Reid Whitelaw observed by Jane Mason
Sheldon Horowitch observed by Beverly Rozen

June 23 - 30           Tammuz 8 - 15 

Ida L. Prowda observed by Karen Prowda
Murray Shapiro* observed by Sandra Shapiro
Jack Tessman observed by Lisa Tessman
Jacob Bronsky* observed by Judy Agata, Gary 
Kaganowich
Celia Goodman observed by Philip Goodman
Frieda Gruber observed by Charles Gilinsky
Bertha I. Kasper observed by Ben Kasper
Dr. George Werner observed by Joyce 
Sambursky
Herbert Cohen* observed by Marcy Cohen
Dorothy A. Becker observed by Nancy Bittman
Marilyn Weiner observed by Phyllis Heller

An asterisk(*) indicates that the name has a memorial plaque in the Sanctuary.

If you wish to recite Mourner’s Kaddish during a weekday service, other than Tuesday or Friday, 
please contact the Temple Israel office.  A notice will be sent to the congregation to make up a 
Minyan.  It would be helpful if you contact us two weeks prior to the date.

JUNE 2026 YAHRZEITS


