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We are grateful to our Bulletin sponsor:
For the Yahrzeit of Lillian Jacobson by Bonnie & Howard Brown

For the Yahrzeit of Morton Brown by Bonnie & Howard Brown

For the Yahrzeit of Rosanne Rubinstein by Dorie & Damian Osisek

For the Yahrzeit of Doris Engel and In Honor of our sons’ birthdays
by Carol Engel-Mason & Jim Mason

For the Yahrzeit of Anne Brown by Bonnie & Howard Brown
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stories of hiding during the holocaust. The
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other is a skit called Sophie Lyons which is
about a female, Jewish pickpocket -"a

woman who lit the criminal world on fire
with her wily con-woman ways”
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We will have refeshments of snacks and
drinks along with lively recorded Klezmer
music played in between the performances.

Raffles

There will be several raffles baskets and gift
certificates included. Tickets will be
available for purchase during event.

" MAKE YOUR
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Beth David Synagogue

39 Riverside Dr, Binghamton,
NY 13905

Call your temple office today

to make your reservations.




Letter from the Rabbi:

Well-wishes to all TI| members and friends! ninani nan oo™y nitw

As we begin the month of May, along with Jewish people around the world we
are in the period known as Sefirat haOmer, when we count one day at a time
from Passover, the season of our freedom, until Shavuot, the season of the
giving of the Torah. Though this Spring season is naturally a season of joy,
Jewish tradition prescribes a variety of mourning practices that limit our
celebration, such as refraining from weddings, concerts, or even haircuts.

Why is this the case and what might it mean for us? Based on a tradition recorded in the Talmud Bavli Yevamot 62b, we
limit our joy as a remembrance of thousands of students of Rabbi Akiva who died in this season from a plague which was
brought upon them as a result of their inconsiderate and disrespectful treatment of one another. In other words, as we
prepare for the season where we receive the Torah, we are encouraged to remember the danger that can result from
disrespectful discourse.

The work of building and strengthening community requires us to continue to choose to be in relationship with other
people who see the world differently than we do. We must be able to speak with each other about what matters to us,
listen to each other with compassion even when it is difficult, and strive to learn from everyone, as Ben Zoma teaches
in Pirkei Avot 4:1: “Who is wise? One who learns from everyone.”

This stance towards others is especially difficult in polarizing times like the ones in which we find ourselves, a time of
uncertainty on a national and global scale for the U.S. and Israel. Yet, precisely because remaining open to each other can
be so difficult, it is so important. An attitude of curiosity about the perspectives of others is essential to be able to truly
receive Torah, to learn from the wisdom of our tradition which is both timeless and rooted in an ancient context so different
from our own.

On the other side of May, beginning on June 1st we will celebrate Shavuot, the festival of the giving of the Torah in a new
way for our local community! We will host our own version of an increasingly popular kabbalistic practice known as a
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which involves several opportunities to learn Torah from different members of our community
interspersed with dairy desserts. This will be a fun, exciting, spiritual, and intellectual celebration of Shavuot in addition to a
traditional service with the reading of the 10 commandments on Monday and a Tuesday afternoon minyan service with
Yizkor! If you are interested in leading a short exploration of a Jewish text, idea, or practice as part of the Tikkun, you are
welcome to! Please, reach out!

In June, we will also celebrate two B’nei Mitzvah, Zohar Friedman on 6/7 and Micah Yarkoni on 6/13! These are joyous
occasions for the whole community to look forward to celebrating as two young members take on responsibility for our
Torah and tradition. As we continue to grieve recent deaths of longtime members and to support each other in this season
of loss in our community, we need to also look ahead to occasions for simchal!

Along the journey of the Omer in May, we will have a couple more special events to celebrate together! On Friday May
16th, we will celebrate Lag Ba’Omer with an Erev Shabbat cookout dinner and activities for all ages. Please RSVP to
Tammy in the office and look out for more information coming soon!

Finally, in the final week of May, Rav Talia and | will get married outside Washington D.C. On the following Shabbat, we will
bring our celebration back to Binghamton by hosting a festive Kiddush lunch with the traditional 7 Blessings made under
the huppah and for the week following the wedding. We are looking forward to sharing our joy with you and hope you can
join us on May 31st!

L’shalom,




Letter from the President

Dear Members and friends of Temple Israel,

Spring, it seems, is finally here! Our beautiful grounds are blooming, and in
the coming days the budding trees will leaf out in their annual evolution
evoking the creation narrative in our Torah. Our park-like setting is alive with
joggers, walkers, strollers and others taking in the sunshine. | hope you are
among them, and enjoy the environment on your way in for services, classes,
or programs at Temple Israel.

When you next enter our building, please take note of the beautiful new
photos in the lobby. These scenes of Temple Israel were artfully captured by
Nancy Basmann, who has graciously shared them with us.

Hopefully, you enjoyed a zissen Pesach - a sweet Passover - and are looking forward to other Spring
observances at our Synagogue. Our community engaged in meaningful observances and dialogue
around Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha'Atzmaut, and 120 Jewish BU students occupied our social hall for a
moving and spirited program under the auspices of the Orthodox Student Organization. On May 16th,
we will celebrate Lag B'Omer with a cookout Shabbat dinner at erev Shabbat services. We need
volunteers to help with this program, so if you'd like to help, please contact the office, Rabbi Friedman,
or myself.

An important project is underway and scheduled for May: The long-awaited replacement of the floor in
our Social Hall is to be completed this month. The new floor will be much more rugged and improve the
safety and appearance of our Social Hall, so that we can continue to host services, programs and
simchas for many years to come. Please be mindful of construction activity and obey any restricted
areas. Contributions to defray the cost of this project are most welcome, as this major project is outside
the scope of our ordinary annual budget. Please consider a special donation toward this upgrade.

But a building, however beautiful, is just a building. It only becomes a synagogue when we fill it with
prayer, learning, and song! | hope that you will join us for the meaningful programs and services under
the leadership of Rabbi Friedman and the hard work of our numerous volunteers. Please bear in mind
that we have suffered several losses in recent months, and your support to ensure that we have a
minyan for mourners to recite Kaddish is much appreciated. On any given day, it may be YOU who
makes the minyan possible.

Finally, on a happy note, we offer best wishes to our Rabbi Friedman and his fiancee Rabbi Talia Laster
on their upcoming wedding - Mazel Tov! We are all invited to come celebrate with them at Shabbat
services on May 31st, after which they will be hosting a special kiddush.

Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy Spring!
Art

Arthur B. Siegel

President, Temple Israel




Sunday

Monday

May

Tuesday

2025

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

Birthday of
Sivan Bock
Shabbat svcs
9:30am
Havdalah
9:00pm

4

Birthday of
Jay Green
Alex Kaminsky

Anniversary of
Jeff & Robin
Greenblott

5

Birthday of
Marilyn Kent
Cohen

minyan 5:30pm
Executive Board
meeting 7pm

7

Birthday of
Jonathan Weiss

Hebrew School
4:15-6pm

8

Birthday of
Judy Simon

9

Birthday of
Emma & Hannah
Goldberg

svcs 5:30pm
Light candle
7:54pm

10

Birthday of
Rabbi Brown
Shabbat svcs
9:30am
Havdalah
9:00pm

1

Mother’s Day

12

Birthday of
Bill Weber

13

Birthday of
Charlie Pladek

Torah in Our
Times class
4:30pm
minyan 5:30pm

14

Birthday of
Len Feld
Jerry Heller

Last Day of
Hebrew School
4:15-6pm

16

Lag B’'Omer
Anniversary of
Loren & Marlene
Wolsh

Svc & Cookout
5:30pm

candle 8:01pm

17

Anniversary of
Howard & Betty
Warner
Shabbat svcs
9:30am
Havdalah
9:15pm

18

Anniversary of
Michael &
Wendy Wolff

19

Birthday of
Dorie Osisek
Roy Paston

20

Anniversary of
Ron & Linda
Sambursky

Torah in Our
Times class
4:30pm

minyan 5:30pm
BOT meeting 7pm

21

Birthday of
Diana Weiss
Ritual Committee
mtg 10:00am

Rabbi Vacation

22

Birthday of
Edyce Wyman

23

Erev Shabbat
svcs 5:30pm
Light candle
8:08pm

24

Shabbat svcs
9:30am
Havdalah
9:30pm

25
Anniversary of

Jason & Kim
Weinstein

Rabbis Micah &
Talia’s wedding

26
Memorial Day

Office closed

27
Anniversary of

Damian & Dorie
Osisek

28
Anniversary of

Alexandra &
Samuel Segal
Jeff & Hadassah
Mativetsky
Intersisterhood
@B.D. 7:00PM

30
Birthday of

Meg Leja
Arthur Siegel
Anniversary of
Jon & Kerri
Weinstein
sves 7:30pm
candle 8:14pm

31
Birthday of

Kathy Hurwitz
Dave
Tanenhaus
Svcs 9:30am
Havdalah
9:30pm




Contributions

General Fund

In memory of...
Jeff Shapiro by Jim & Beverly
Novak, Wendy & Michael Wolff,
Joseph & Fran Newmark, Phyllis
& Jerry Heller

Hersh Rozen by Marcia
Hofstein, Shelley Drazen,
Madeline Miller, Saba Wiesner,
Robert & Diana Weiss, Ben &
Susan Kasper, Jack & Barbara
Zable, Joseph & Fran Newmark,
Len & Naoma Feld, Steven &
Rebecca Perl, Richard
Schneierson, Francine Stein,
Roy & Sandra Paston, Jeffrey
& Tina Feinberg, Phyllis & Jerry
Heller, Lois & Jerry Parmet,
Joyce Sambursky

George Siegel by Jim & Beverly
Novak, Sheila Siegel, Marcia
Hofstein, Shelley Drazen, Len &
Naoma Feld, Beth El Synagogue
Board Newfoundland, Madeline
Miller, Arieh Ullmann & Rhonda
Levine, Joseph & Fran Newmark
Richard Schneierson, Robert &
Diana Weiss, Hollie Levine, Roy
& Sandra Paston, Herbert Kline,
Phyllis & Jerry Heller, Esther,
Daniel, Jordan & Lisa Multer

Marsha Grass by Fred & Sandra
Weitsman and family, Len &
Naoma Feld, Marcy Cohen,
Elissa Miller, Cheryl Knopp, Dana
Weiner, The Silver Family, Joan
& Walter Jacobson,

Marsha Grass continued
Lori Greene & Family, Vickie
Abrutyn, Elizabeth Storz, Amy
Richter, Sarah Nickoson, Brian
Gavsie, Francine Stein, David
Jurman, Hinshaw &
Culbertson LLP, Ann Klein,
Danna Gildersleeve,

Cynthia Conine, Margery
Block, Mark Jurman, Myra &
Irving Memis, Lawrence Pitler,
Jeffrey & Tina Feinberg, Jill
Mendelsohn Friedman &
Family, Stacey & Steve
Steinlauf, Allison & Barry
Fiedel

Ruth Dorfman by Joseph &
Fran Newmark

Stanley Gilinsky by Joan &
Walter Jacobson

Sidney & Ida Epstein by
Marvin & Barbara Easton

For the Yahrzeit of...
Celia Pearis by Herbert Kline
Robert Basmann by Nancy
Basmann
Florence Drazen by Shelley
Drazen
Sarah Flaggman by Marcia
Brown
Sarah Bronsky by Shirley
Bronsky
Florence Wulwick by Nancy
Basmann
Jerome Seidel by Joseph &
Fran Newmark
Esther Marcovski Channin
by David Channin

In honor of...
Fred & Sandra Weitsman
by Len & Naoma Feld
Al Lavker by Len & Naoma
Feld
Julie Piaker’s special
birthday by Mimi & Dan
Bartschi
Susan Gilinsky’s special
birthday by Merri Pell-Preus
& Tony Preus
Dick Lewis receiving the
Jack & Mary Ferber Award
from Beth David by Fred &
Sandra Weitsman
Judy Simon’s birthday by
Sandy Wiener

Thank you for...
All my Get Well wishes
during my recent iliness
and recuperation by Jim
Mason
Roy Paston, Art Siegel,
Steve Gilbert & the others
that keep Zoom going by
Carol Engel - Mason & Jim
Mason

In appreciation of...
Alan & Julie Piaker by
Hollie Levine
Amy Shapiro by Hollie
Levine

Get Well wishes to...
Kurt Kunsman by Phyllis &
Jerry Heller




Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

For the Yahrzeit of...
Robert Basmann by Nancy
Basmann

In memory of...
George Siegel by Judy &
Irwin Simon, Sue Krause,
Celia & Sophia Klin
Jeff Shapiro by Sue Krause,
Celia & Sophia Klin
Hersh Rozen by Sue
Krause, Celia & Sophia Klin
Marsha Grass by Shari
Ronkin, Don & Barbara
Zelter
Leonard & Sylvia Kostick
by Richard Kostick & Andrea
Tobias-Kostick
Bob & Sybil Tobias by
Richard Kostick & Andrea
Tobias-Kostick

Mitzvah Corps

In memory of...
George Siegel by Rabbi
Yonina Andrea Foster, son
Alex Katy, and friend Harold
L. Ruslander Jr., Carol
Engel-Mason & Jim Mason
Jeff Shapiro by Carol Engel
- Mason & Jim Mason
Hersh Rozen by Carol Engel
- Mason & Jim Mason

For the Yahrzeit of...
Samuel Kasper by Ben &
Susan Kasper

Landscaping Fund

Wishing Good Health to...
Louis Rosenberg by Beverly
Rozen

In memory of...
Marsha Grass by Arlene Osber
& Family, Beverly Rozen

In honor of...

Mel & Myrna Dubofsky’s
anniversary by Arlene Osber
The baby naming of Francine
Stein’s great granddaughter
Isla Elizabeth Wieler by Arlene
Osber

For the Yahrzeit of...
Alexander Schweiger by
Arlene Osber

Kitchen Fund

In appreciation of...
All who generously helped
with Hersh Rozen’s meal of
consolation by Beverly Rozen

Adult Library
In memory of...
Marsha Grass by Elizabeth
Sobel

Bernie Shifrin Fund

In memory of...
Marsha Grass by Myrna & Mel
Dubofsky

For the Yahrzeit of...
Donald Roberts by Barbara
Roberts

Rabbi Hurwitz Fund

For the Yahrzeit of...
Michele Turnbull by Tony
Turnbull

Cemetery Fund

For the Yahrzeit of...
Alice Richman by Karen
Maddalone

Kiddush Fund

In memory of...
Jeff Shapiro by Carol Engel
- Mason & Jim Mason
Louis Rosenberg by
Beverly Rozen

Get Well Wishes to...
Ann Spitz by Carol Engel -
Mason & Jim Mason

For the Yahrzeit of...
Anna Kurson by Roy &
Sandra Paston
Sylvia Mirvis by Robin, Jeff,
Adam & Elana Greenblott

In honor of...
Howard Warner’s special
birthday by Phyllis & Jerry
Heller
Art Siegel’s special
birthday by Phyllis & Jerry
Heller

Children’s Library

In memory of...
Hersh Rozen by Denise & Al
Friedrich




Congregational News

Condolences to...
The Family of Marsha Grass on her passing
Maxine Rosenberg and Family on the passing of Louis Rosenberg

Wishing Good Health to:

Marcia Brown, Stephanie Horowitz, Susan Gilinsky, Marcia Hofstein,
Ann Spitz, Laurence Wyman, Sandra Weitsman

Mazel Tov to:

Francine Stein on the baby naming of her great granddaughter Isla Elizabeth Wieler

Temple Israel Members,

We would like to express our sincere thanks for all your love
and support during this very difficult time. Your donations
would have meant a great deal to Jeff.

Fondly,
Ruth Shapiro & Family

Congratulations to our April lottery Fundraiser winners:
Sue Austenfeld, Barrie Rosenberg, Lori Schapiro, Kurt Kunsman

The Caring Community

Please inform the Rabbi: If your health condition changes, you undergo a medical
procedure, are hospitalized, you move to an assisted living facility or rehab,
or if you are aware of anyone in our congregation who needs attention.




MAY 2025 YAHRZEITS

May1-8 lyar3-10

Herb Hotchner observed by Elissa Brown
Pamela Lavker observed by Al Lavker

Celia Pearis* observed by Herbert Kline
Samuel Green observed by Lynne Green, Stuart
Green

Nathalie Kaufer observed by Naoma Feld
Leonard F. Cohen* observed by Ann Cohen
Florence Drazen observed by Shelley Drazen
Alexander Schweiger* observed by Arlene
Osber

Marvin Tanenhaus* observed by David
Tanenhaus

Edith Feinberg* observed by Jeffrey Feinberg
Vivianne Sall observed by Ron Sall

Craig Seitel observed by Kathy Seitel-West

May 9-15 |lyar11-17

Jose Martinez observed by Debra & Michael
Martinez

Ana Rubin observed by Hyman Rubin

Ida Shapiro* observed by Sandra Shapiro
Henrietta Kletsky observed by Debra Martinez
Sylvia Kostick observed by Richard Kostick
Beatrice Roberts observed by Barbara Roberts
Michael Robert Weissberg observed by
Jonathan Weissberg

Ida Epstein observed by Marvin Easton, Ivy
Oretskin

Rona Loiederman observed by Barbara Roberts
Maurice Sall observed by Ron Sall

Milton Bronsky* observed by Judy Agata, Gary
Kaganowich

Dr. Stewart Bauman observed by David
Tanenhaus

May 16 - 23 lyar 18 - 25

David Guter* observed by Marvin Guter
Frances Hofstein observed by Marcia Hofstein
Ethel Pinsker observed by llene Pinsker, Abbi
Foreman

Steven Stein observed by Francine Stein
Beatrice Beilin observed by Marcy Cohen
Sophie Kessman observed by Marilyn Livsky
Harry Weintraub* observed by David Weintraub
Shyndell Hana Weisner observed by Rabbi
Moshe Shmaryahu

Samuel Cohen* observed by Marcy Cohen
Samuel Levine observed by Suzanne Austenfeld
Sophie Greenhouse observed by Ann Cohen
Rae Klott observed by Lynne Green

May 24 - 31 lyar 27 - Sivan 4

Elsie Menewitch observed by Edyce Wyman
Paula Rappaport* observed by David Weintraub
Dora Sambursky observed by Joyce Sambursky
Emma Djivre observed by Diana Weiss

Doris Engel* observed by Carol Engel-Mason
Morton Kaganowich* observed by Judy Agata,
Gary Kaganowich

Irving Kaplan observed by Phyillis Heller
Ludwig Maas observed by Jane Maas

Gerald Paston observed by Roy Paston

Arthur E. Kapel* observed by Heidi Thirer
Beatrice Rothe observed by Andrea Rothe
Howard Green observed by Brett, Jay, Lynne
and Stuart Green

An asterisk(*) indicates a memorial plaque in the Sanctuary.

If you wish to recite Mourner’s Kaddish during a weekday service, other than Tuesday or
Friday, please contact the Temple Israel office. A notice will be sent to the congregation to
make up a Minyan. It would be helpful if you contact us two weeks prior to the date.




